
CASE STUDY

Are your homogeneous food 
belts, really homogeneous?
The food processing industries are under pressure to produce cleaner and 
more hygienic production conditions. But it may then come as a surprise to 
learn that some hygienic belts that are not exactly what they claim to be. 

The latest development in hygienic belt is 
the development of homogeneous or solid 
thermoplastic conveyor belting. This eliminates all 
fabrics, gaps, voids, holes and other sanctuaries 
that bacteria can survive in.

The word Homogeneous is defined as  ‘Of the 
same kind; alike’. So, it is reasonable to say that 
any belt made with more than one component is 
not homogeneous and therefore in all probability 
will be less hygienic and harder to keep clean.
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Some manufacturers claim to produce what they 
incorrectly call a solid plastic ‘homogeneous’ belt. 
These belts don’t have the traditional plies but 
do contain strands of  an Aramide fabric running 
the length of the belt. Problems could arise if the 
belt suffers a cut over the strand as the belt could 
then harbour bacteria and other contaminants 
as they wick down into the fabric, making the 
belt difficult to clean. This cannot happen with a 
Mafdel belt engineered by GB Belting.

> Modular belts. Have many components and 
are difficult to clean properly.

> Plied textile belts. Having more than one 
component, can make them fragile, so they can 
be damaged easily, making them hard to clean 
properly.

> Plied textile belts with sealed edges and 
back. Feature more than one component and 
fragile edges can be damaged very easily, 
making them very hard to keep clean and 
hygienic.

> Dispersed fabric belts. Feature more than 
one component - they are durable until the 
fibres are exposed then bacteria can penetrate 
the belt, making them very hard to keep clean 
and hygienic.

Remember - If a food belt has any fabric 
component, it is not homogeneous and is not 
as hygienic as a Mafdel homogeneous belt, 
engineered by GB Belting.

Before you invest in any homogeneous belts talk 
to GB Belting.
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